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I.  Course Goals
Through the successful completion of this course, the student will demonstrate familiarity
with and a basic understanding of a) the general biblical narrative on Marriage and Family,
and b) the key passages about Marriage and Family.  Thus, the student will display a
working knowledge and appreciation of the theological and practical foundations for healthy
and God-glorifying marriages and families.  The student will show insight and skill in
applying this knowledge to teaching and counseling others as well as to the student’s own
family relationships. This awareness will be gained through lectures and other presentations,
reading and reviewing assignments, group discussions, quizzes, exams, exercises and the
drafting of a Statement on Family.

II.  Course Objectives
1. The student will be able to clearly articulate and effectively assess his/her

understanding of marriage and family and how this understanding impacts and clarifies
his/her own commitment to, fitness for and interaction within his/her own family.

2. The student will demonstrate awareness of specific Biblical teachings as well as
an overarching theology and narrative on marriage and family.

3. The student will define his/her plan for specific means of sharing these insights
with others.

4. The student will show a working knowledge of basic listening and coaching skills
with families, along with the ability to assess more critical needs and make referrals.

III.   Means of Assessment
1.  Meaningful participation in Class Discussion            15% of grade
2.  Coaching Skills Demonstration 10% o.g.
3.  Performance on Quiz 10% o.g.
4.  Performance on two major Exams       15% ea. o.g.
5.  Completion of two Book Reviews       10% ea. o.g.
6.  Completion of a written Statement on Family      15% o.g.

(see Special Instructions for the Reviews and Statement)



IV. Class Schedule

Chapter readings from The Family (F) are to be completed before  each week’s class.

1/22 God of the Family, the Family of God: Introduction and Theological Foundation

1/29 Working the System:  Family Systems and Attachments     (F 1, 2)

2/5 The First Society: Marriage and Family in the Old Testament, I
Quiz     (OT Readings)

2/12 Generations: Marriage and Family in the Old Testament, II     (OT Readings)

2/19  You have Heard: Marriage and Family in the New Testament, I     (NT Readings)

2/26 In Jesus’ Name:  Marriage and Family in the New Testament, II       
Book Reviews      (NT Readings)

3/5 Men are from Adam, Women are from Eve:  Human Sexuality (F 10, 11)

3/12 Better than the Fairy Tales: Marriage Exam (F 3, 4, 5)

3/19 SPRING BREAK

3/26 Alphabet Soup:  Personalities in Relationship (TA, Type, etc.)               (Handouts)

4/2 Parent Power: Parenting             (F 6, 7, 8, 9)

4/9 Say What? Communication and Conflict (F 12, 13)

4/16 So What Is “Functional?”  Growing Healthy Families     Book Reviews       (F 14)

4/23 Now What? Families in Crisis  (F15, 16)

4/30 How can We be of Help? Ministering to and with Families                       (F, 17, 18)

5/7 Our Turn: Coaching Demonstrations. Statements, Final Review

5/14 FINAL
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VI.  Special Instructions for Book Reviews & Statement on Family

All written works must use correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, etc.  They must be
between two and four pages long, double-spaced twelve-point type with one-inch
margins, clear and thorough enough to be useful to classmates.  Students will provide the
instructor with electronic and hard copies as well as hard copies to all classmates.
Papers will also be read and discussed in class.

Book Reviews will address these kinds of questions:  What is the author’s thesis and
main supporting points? How well and convincingly are the points made; how could
they have been better presented?  Where do you agree and where do you disagree with
the author; why?  What issues does the author fail to address?  What is the best sentence
or paragraph in the book; why?  For what kind of readership would you recommend this
book; in what ways could it be used?  The review must contain the book’s name,
author(s), date and place of publication, publisher and number of pages.  The student’s
name should also appear at the beginning of the paper.

The Statement on Family will clearly and thoughtfully articulate the student’s overall
philosophy and theology of family, addressing these kinds of questions: What is family?
Why is family important?  What are the priorities for the family?  What is your personal
vision for your own family?  How does your past experience speak to that vision? What
is the place of the family in society?  How are home and culture to interact? What is
your understanding of the interaction of the church and the family as covenant
communities ordained by God? The Statement will reflect an ability to interact with the
material covered in the class.  The Statement will begin with a title of the student’s
creation, then the subtitle, A Statement on Family,  followed by the student’s name.




