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I. Course Goals

Through the successful completion of this course, the student will demonstrate familiarity
with the general concepts of Worldview and Culture and with the common worldviews of
our pluralistic twenty-first century American culture. The student will be able to distinguish
between modernism and postmodernism, displaying an ability to critically analyze both
along with their strengths and weaknesses in light of scripture, and their influence on the
Christian community. The student will display an awareness of the challenges the church
faces in being “salt and light” to today’s world and in speaking to the questions, “What is
true; what is important?”

II. Course Objectives

1. The student will be able to clearly articulate and effectively assess his/her
understanding of our cultures worldviews and values and how this understanding impacts
and clarifies his/her own worldview and values as well as his/her commitment to and fitness
for interaction with the culture.

2. The student will demonstrate an awareness of specific Biblical teachings as well
as an overarching biblical worldview and response to culture “the world”).

3. The student will succinctly state his/her own worldview and its basic
theology/metaphysic, briefly addressing epistemology, cosmology, ontology, teleology,
anthropology, sociology, aesthetic and morality.

4 The student will address, in personal terms, the “so what” of this study: “How
specifically do I myself plan now to interact with this culture?’

III. Means of Assessment

1. Meaningful participation in Class Discussion 15% of grade
3. Performance on two Quizzes 10% ea. o.g.
4. Performance on two major Exams 15% ea. o.g.
5. Completion of one Book Review 15% o.g.

6. Completion of a written Statement of “Worldview & Strategy” 20% o.g.

(see Special Instructions for the Reviews and Statement)



IV. Class Schedule

Readings from required texts are to be completed before each week’s class; the student
will be expected to come to class prepared to discuss the reading thoroughly and critically.
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Introduction: Ism’s Out the Ears

Simply Christian by N. T. Wright

Echoes of a Voice QUIZ
Staring at the Sun

Reflecting the Image

Review and Preview EXAM

The Universe Next Door by James Sire
Preface/A World of Difference/A Universe Charged with the Grandeur of God
The Clockwork Universe/The Silence of Finite Space
Zero Point/Beyond Nihilism
SPRING BREAK
Journey to the East/A Separate Universe
The Vanished Horizon/A View from the Middle East/The Examined Life
Review and Preview QUIZ
The Church in Emerging Culture by Leonard Sweet, et al.
Introduction/Introduction to the Contributors BOOK REPORTS
Crouch/Horton/Green
McLaren/McManus
Concluding Words and Review “WORLDVIEW & STRATEGY’ PAPERS

FINAL
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VI. Special Instructions for Book Reviews & Statement on Worldview

All written works must use correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, etc. They must be
between two and four pages long, double-spaced twelve-point type with one-inch
margins, clear and thorough enough to be useful to classmates. Students will provide the
instructor with electronic and hard copies as well as hard copies to all classmates.

Papers will also be read and discussed in class.

Book Reviews will address these kinds of questions: What is the author’s thesis and
main supporting points? How well and convincingly are the points made; how could
they have been better presented? Where do you agree and where do you disagree with
the author; why? What issues does the author fail to address? What is the best sentence
or paragraph in the book; why? For what kind of readership would you recommend this
book; in what ways could it be used? The review must contain the book’s name,
author(s), date and place of publication, publisher and number of pages. The student’s
name should also appear at the beginning of the paper.

The Statement on Worldview & Strategy will clearly and thoughtfully articulate your
own overall worldview and metaphysic, briefly addressing such elements as
epistemology, cosmology, ontology, teleology, anthropology, sociology, aesthetic and
morality. Given that perspective, then, how should the church interact with the culture?
Reflect also on your personal vision and strategy for being “salt and light” to your world.
Your Statement will reflect an ability to interact with the material covered in the class.
The Statement will begin with a title of the student’s creation, then the subtitle, A
Statement on Worldview, Culture and Strategy, followed by the student’s name.
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