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I.  Course Goals
Through the successful completion of this course, the student will demonstrate familiarity
with the work of a minister; i.e., the student will display a working knowledge and
appreciation of the basic theology, attitude and skills necessary for ministry in the local
church.  The student will have a basic (introductory) understanding of what is involved in
various congregational vocations.  This awareness will be gained through lectures and other
presentations, reading and reviewing assignments, group discussions and exercises, and the
drafting of a statement of ministry philosophy and vision along with a specific job
description.  The overarching theme of the course is ministry as surrendered servanthood,
with emphasis on equipping ministry.

II.  Course Objectives
1. The student will be able to clearly articulate and  assess an understanding of

ministry as servanthood in response to the commands to love God and others.
2. The student will gain a practical appreciation of ministry that equips others

for ministry. The student will be able to clearly articulate and effectively assess how this
understanding impacts and clarifies his/her own ministry definition and vocational direction.

3. The student will demonstrate awareness of the basic doctrines, ordinances and
rites of Christianity and how they shape ministry.

4. The student will define his/her call to a specific means of sharing the Good News
with others.

5. The student will show a working knowledge of basic visitation and counseling
skills, along with the ability to assess more critical needs and make referrals.

6. The student will understand the basic dynamics of conflict management.
7. The student will exhibit a basic understanding of servant-leadership as modeling,

mentoring, equipping, empowering and encouraging.
8. Thus, the student will grasp and apply a model of authority which is “authentically

authoritative” rather than autocratic and authoritarian.

III.   Means of Assessment
1.  Meaningful participation in class discussion            15% of grade
2. Counseling Skills Demonstration (10/16) 10% o.g.
3.  Performance on quiz (10/30) 10% o.g.
4.  Performance on two major exams (9/25 and 12/11)       15% ea. o.g.
5. Completion of two book reviews       10% ea. o.g.
6. Completion of Ministry Philosophy, Vision & Job Description    15% o.g.

(see Special Instructions for the Reviews and Document)



 IV.  Special Instructions for Book Reviews and Ministry Document

All written works must use correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, etc.  They must be
two and four pages long, double-spaced twelve-point type with one-inch margins, clear
and thorough enough to be useful to classmates.  Students will provide the instructor
with electronic and hard copies as well as hard copies to all classmates.  Papers will also
be read and discussed in class.

Book Reviews will address these kinds of questions:  What is the author’s thesis and
main supporting points? How well and convincingly are the points made; how could
they have been better presented?  Where do you agree and where do you disagree with
the author; why?  What issues does the author fail to address?  What is the best sentence
or paragraph in the book; why?  How does this book speak to the work of ministry and
especially to your own ministry?  Books listed in the bibliography with an asterisk (*)
may be reviewed.  Two of the special shorter books (**) may be reviewed in place of
one longer book.

The Ministry Philosophy, Vision and Job Description will clearly and thoughtfully
articulate your overall philosophy and theology of ministry: as you understand it, what is
ministry, fundamentally and generally?  Then your particular vision of the specific
ministry to which you are called: what are your own ministry plans?  How does that
general philosophy inform and shape those particular plans? Your answers to these
questions should interact with scripture and with key biblical principles developed in
class (surrender, servanthood, relationship, equipping, paraclesis, etc.).  Finally, it should
be “fleshed out” with practical details which lead you to an informed and viable job
description for your specific vocation within the local church.

V.  Required Texts
Hall, Larry

1998 No Longer I:  Being Transformed into the Image of Christ.  Abilene:
ACU Press

            Nouwen, Henri J. M.
1989 In the Name of Jesus.  New York:  Crossroad Publishing

Peterson, Eugene
1992 Under the Unpredictable Plant.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans
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VI.  Class Schedule

(to be distributed at the first meeting of the class)
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